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While the world is shaken
up by Covid-19, Tanzania
also deals with extreme
weather and ﬂoods
While the world started worrying about the
possibility of a pandemic, in Ruaha we were
dealing with the consequences of the strongest
Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) since the 70s. The OID,
that was responsible for the severe drought in
Australia, brought torrential rains to East Africa
and the Ruaha area. Problems started in January
2020, when communities were ﬂooded many
times over and access by land was cut to several
communities as bridges were washed away by
ﬂash ﬂoods. This caused tragedy, as several lives
were lost and many farms were ruined.

One of the bridges that gives access to the
Ruaha National Park is washed away in January
2020 by a ﬂash ﬂood. Photo Credit: Ruaha
Carnivore Project.
RCP continued ﬁeldwork wherever possible until
early March, when we decided it would be safer to
stop all ﬁeldwork activities except for the
programmes implemented by people who live
within the communities. This was a tough choice
but the safety of our staﬀ is the main priority and
the ﬂoods were putting people - and equipment at risk. The heavy rains have continued through
March and ﬂoods have been more intense than in
January and February. It is our hope to be able to
resume all activities in April or May 2020,
although we are aware that this very much
Depends on the spread and impacts
coronavirus as well as the rains.

A short note on
COVID-19
As
we
write
this,
the
coronavirus
pandemic
is
creating havoc around the
world and, as everywhere, we
have been feeling its impacts
at the Ruaha Carnivore Project.
The pandemic will exacerbate
pressure on wildlife globally Tanzania has experienced a
huge drop in incoming tourists
and this will aﬀect the beneﬁts
that communities receive from
wildlife presence.
The team is working hard to
safeguard local people and
wildlife, we will continue to do
so to the very best of our
abilities
even
during this
extremely challenging time.
Although
primarily
a
conservation organisation, our
work with local Tanzanian
communities has put us in a
position to have an impact on
the health sector within the
villages we work in. We have
developed protocols to keep
our ﬁeld staﬀ and local
communities safe and will
continue
to
evaluate
our
policies based on Government
directives and policies.
Last year we provided over
US$25,000 to the health sector
across 16 rural communities
and, although we may have to
modify our approach in 2020 to
limit social interactions, we aim
to have a similar positive
impact
this
year.
These
beneﬁts are directly tied to
wildlife presence on village
land and their impact has been
massive.
RCP is extremely fortunate to
have
built
up such a
committed
wonderfully
network of supporters around
the world, and we very much
hope that you will bear with us
during this time and continue
to support us however you are
able. Above all, take care of
your personal health, and that
of your families and teams.

A picnic site by the Great Ruaha under water in
March 2020. Photo Credit: Ruaha Carnivore
Project.

First spotted hyenas collared in the Ruaha
landscape
When we decided to put collars on spotted hyaenas and lions we always thought
the former would be much easier than the latter. And we were so excited about it.
Hyaenas are responsible for 80% of livestock attacks and they are present
throughout village land. They are however extremely elusive and we wanted to
learn more about their behaviour and how they use the community lands.
But after successfully collaring ﬁve lions and NO hyaenas we understood it was
going to be tough work. Hyaenas are smart and they would come to the calls but
stay hidden within the bushes or behind the car. It was as if they were saying “we
know what you are up to...”. It took persistence, patience and adaptability to
ﬁnally get the job done. It was thanks to TAWIRI's Dr Ernest and Dr Goodluck's
ingenuity that we were able to succeed. Thanks!

Our ﬁrst collared hyena waking up with its new collar. Photo credit: Ruaha
Carnivore Project.
In January we ﬁnally managed to collar four spotted hyaenas. It was the ﬁrst time
that this species has been collared in the Ruaha landscape and the team was
thrilled. All four hyaenas spend their time between the Wildlife Protected Area
(community protected lands) and unprotected village lands.
And we have already learnt so much! We know that visiting livestock enclosures is
part of their weekly routine and we need to work hard on building more wire
bomas because that is the only way to prevent attacks. We also managed to collar
one more female lion before the ﬂoods came and we were forced to stop. A
productive January overall!

Map showing some locations of one spotted hyena. The black squares are the
households and the yellow points the hyena locations. Photo credit: Ruaha
Carnivore Project.

Kids around the world mobilise to help
conserve big cats in Tanzania
Children around the world grow up loving lions, cheetahs, elephants and other
iconic African mammals. But for the children who actually live alongside them, the
reality is quite diﬀerent. Carnivores are usually seen as dangerous, because most
of the interactions local people have with them are negative. If you are a child in a
pastoralist household you will know carnivores as the animals that attack your
household at night and threaten your livelihood.
But people will accept the negatives of coexisting with carnivores if they bring
beneﬁts as well. And that is one of the reasons why RCP decided to start twinning
schools from Europe, the US and elsewhere with local schools in Tanzania. The
foreign schools commit to fundraising US$500 for their twinned schools to buy
much-needed things. The children and their families in Tanzania appreciate this
support and understand that the presence of carnivores in their areas is the
reason they get it.

The children at Ilolo Mpya's primary school receive new stationary and other
materials. Photo Credit: Ruaha Carnivore Project.
Fifteen school received their beneﬁts in January and these were used to buy
notebooks, paper and pens, plus extra school books for the children who can’t
aﬀord them. Some schools will install electricity in the school and others use the
money to repair their classrooms.

The students from Louisiana State University organized a sale of home-made
baked goods with a lion theme to raise funds for this progrmme. Photo Credit:
Kellen Gilbert, LSU.
To all the generous children on the northern side of the world who make this
possible with their eﬀorts: a HUGE THANK YOU from everyone at RCP and the
children from Ruaha!

Community camera-trapping brings
beneﬁts from wildlife to the local
communities
Up till March, we managed to continue the CCT programme even under really
diﬃcult conditions and distributed beneﬁts to twelve communities competing in
three diﬀerent groups. Our winners of these rounds were: Luganga – famous for
the presence of striped hyenas; Makifu – the paradise of the ungulates where we
can see the rare elands and sable antelopes; and Idodi – with the regular presence
of lions, leopards and even wild dogs!
The amount of beneﬁts each community receives depends on the wildlife captured
by three camera traps in their lands. Each species is assigned some points, with
carnivores getting the most because of the damage they can cause to people's
livelihoods. The village with most wildlife receives $2,000 in beneﬁts and each of
the following villages receives $1,500, $1,000 and $500 respectively. The
communities use those beneﬁts to improve their education and health sectors. A
third is set apart for the pastoralist community because they suﬀer most of the
consequences of living alongside carnivores.

The children at Kitisi school happy with the new desks they received thanks to
the Community Camera Trapping programme. Photo credit: Ruaha Carnivore
Project.

Wildlife in the village….

A leopard spotted in Kisilwa village adds 15,000 points to their tally. Photo
credit: Ruaha Carnivore Project.

Camera traps also provide beautiful pictures like this lesser kudu in Kitisi. The
CCT programme is designed to reward villages for protecting wild prey species
as well as carnivores, and a lesser kudu is worth 1,000 points. Photo credit:
Ruaha Carnivore Project.

The famous lion without a tail makes an appearance in Malinzanga village.
During the last year, this lion has been pictured in several villages and the fact
that we are regularly seeing him is testament to the growing tolerance of lions
on village land. Photo credit: Ruaha Carnivore Project.

Elands are not common in the Ruaha Landscape and make great lion prey. This
one was spotted in Makifu and gave the village 2,000 points. Photo credit:
Ruaha Carnivore Project.

A lioness moves stealthily through the bush in Magombwe. The area suﬀered
several lion attacks, so it is important that the presence of lions also provides
beneﬁts through the CCT programme. Photo credit: Ruaha Carnivore Project.

A camera gets dragged by a ﬂash ﬂood. Surprisingly – and impressively – it is
still working ﬁne! Photo credit: Ruaha Carnivore Project.

Elephants don’t usually have to kneel to reach water, or is this one searching
for something else? Elephants can also do serious damage to crops and they
are given 3,000 points in our competition. Photo credit: Ruaha Carnivore
Project.

These African wild dogs were spotted in Malinzanga village, and this picture
alone is worth 40,000 points! Wild dogs are worth extra points because they
are classiﬁed as endangered by the IUCN. Photo credit: Ruaha Carnivore
Project.

A roan antelope is captured in Mahuninga village. More than one tourist would
pay a fortune to see these majestic creatures. In the CCT programme, they are
worth 2,000 points. Photo credit: Ruaha Carnivore Project.

Spotted hyaenas can pose a major threat to livestock keepers around Ruaha.
But thanks to the CCT programme they also have value. This picture generated
10,000 points for Kisilwa village. Photo credit: Ruaha Carnivore Project.

Closing the carnivore sightings
season...for how long?
Every year, as March approaches, the land gets wetter and the grass taller and
most lodges in Ruaha close their doors until the rains recede. This year things
were particularly diﬃcult, as the heavy early rains washed away bridges and
severely limited access to the park. Despite the challenges, the guides continued
to work hard to ﬁnd amazing sightings for their clients and collect valuable data
for RCP. But as we close the season this year we don't know what the future looks
like. We would normally expect to restart the programme in May but with
international travel at a standstill, this could be a diﬃcult season for the tourism
season in Ruaha.
We whish to extend a special thank you to the guides and the lodges that have
collaborated with this programme in the 2019/2020 season: Majuto Magellah,
Josephat Mdegellah and Abraham Steven from Ruaha River Lodge; to Zacharia
Kahimba, Ayoub Yaledi, Thomas Tovigonze, Jumanne Myovellah and Jimmy Kinunda
from Mdonya Old River Camp; to Justine Kalinga and Isaya Kisega from Mwagusi
Safari Camp; to Dullah Fardy and Charles Tareta from Asilia Africa Kwihala Camp
and Jabali Ridge; to Lambert Kikoti from Jongomero Camp; to Geoﬀrey Kalinga and
Habibu Kissio from Ikuka Safari Camp; to Adam Mbullu and Damian Kasanga from
Tandala Tented Campsite; and to Elisante Mbisse and Rajabu from Nomad Tanzania
Kigelia Camp.

The last pictures from the park...

Ruaha is an important landscape for both cheetahs and wild dogs, but they are
elusive and much harder to spot than lions. However, there are always some
wonderful sightings through the year, such as this one. Photo credit: Ayoub
Yaledi, Mdonya Old River Camp.

During the rainy season there is water everyone but lions are highly social and
have no problem drinking together from a tiny pool. Photo credit: Majuto
Magellah, Ruaha River Lodge.

There are some months when Ruaha has a special red light at dusk and dawn
that makes this picture even more impressive. Photo credit: Geofrey Kalinga,
Ikuka Safari Camp.

Beautiful picture of four spotted hyenas on the prowl. Although extremely
common, this is a rarely sighted carnivore. Photo credit: Zakaria Kahimba,
Mdonya Old River Camp.

If there is one thing buﬀalo like is water and one of the advantages of the rains
is that these animals are easier to spot in Ruaha. Photo credit: Jimmy Kinunda,
Mdonya Old River Camp.

The demeanour of these cubs makes clear they know who is king. Photo credit:
Justin Kalinga, Mwagusi Safari Camp.

And we get another rarely sighted animal, the insectivorous aardwolf that looks
like a hyena but has very diﬀerent habits. Photo credit: Majuto Magellah, Ruaha
River Lodge.

A sighting of a leopard to add to the Ruaha carnivore list. Leopards are a
relatively common sight in Ruaha. Photo credit: Jumanne Myovellah, Mdonya
Old River Camp.

The black markings on the backs of lions’ ears are thought to help when they
are following each other in tall grass, and they can also help in communication.
Out of interest, they are also noticeably softer to the touch than the tawny hair!
Photo credit: Habibu Kissio, Ikuka Safari Camp.

Male lions are one of the most feared creatures in the savannah but they can
be extremely aﬀectionate with their coalition partners. Photo credit: Thomas
Tovagonze, Mdonya Old River Camp.

Was this leopard interrupted while doing his private business? Great sighting
nonetheless! Photo credit: Geofrey Kalinga, Ikuka Safari Camp.

THANK YOU ~ ASANTE SANA
As always, we thank all our donors for their generous and committed support.
Ecological research – RCP provides vital data on Ruaha’s littleknown carnivore populations through camera-trapping and recording
carnivore sightings. More than 12,000 carnivore sightings have been
recorded to date.
Community camera-trapping – RCP trains and employs local
villagers to set up and manage camera-traps on village land in return
for community beneﬁts, directly linking conservation with
development.
Protecting the livelihoods of villagers living in proximity to
carnivores reduces conﬂict. Fortifying livestock enclosures and placing
guarding dogs are proving successful in minimizing conﬂict.
The RCP Lion Defenders actively prevent and stop lion hunts. These
Lion Defenders are chosen from amongst the bravest and most
inﬂuential warriors.
Kids4Cats is a school-twinning programme where local schools are
'adopted' by international schools who raise at least US$500 annually
for them, to buy essential education material and equipment.
Simba Scholars receive full scholarships for all four years of their
secondary school. The cost is US$2,000 per student and RCP is keen
to expand the programme to more students.
Porridge Project – No one likes to go to school hungry, so RCP and
our partners make sure that local scholars have full tummies when
they're at school - this increases attendance and attainment, employs
local women and is a major beneﬁt in villages where there is very little
food security.
DVD nights and Park trips provide education about conservation
and species in a fun, non-threatening environment. To date more than
30 000 attendees have enjoyed DVD nights and more than 1,000
people have been on Park trips.

Should you wish to know more about individual programmes we will happily send you more
information. Please drop us a note at comms@ruahacarnivoreproject.com or
info@ruahacarnivoreproject.com

