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RCP welcomes a new Conflict Officer, Yona
The conflict officers are RCP’s eyes and ears in the communities where they are stationed, which is
often in the village where they have lived for many years. This means they have a working knowledge
of the landscape, and long-standing relationships with villagers and pastoralists. This is especially
important for the pastoralists who depend almost entirely on their livestock, needing to be located
in more remote areas where there is plenty of space for them to graze. This poor phone coverage
makes it very difficult for the project to reach them and communicate with them. Not only do they
live far from the village but also far from one another, and many times they have poor phone
network. As conflict officers live within these communities, they collect information on conflict on
a daily basis, and then pass it to us at least once a month.

Interview day in Idodi. It has traditionally been difficult to find pastoralists with sufficient
education to fill this position, but on this day we had six candidates.
Photo credit: Ana Grau, Ruaha Carnivore Project.
Yona will be trained to collect data about carnivore attacks on livestock and will visit several remote
households every month. That way he can hear their news and spread the word about RCP’s work
and all the benefits their community receives from the presence of carnivores.
When the Ruaha Carnivore Project began, it was difficult to find pastoralists with enough skills to
fill out the conflict officer data forms, which require recording detailed information including
location, species, cause of death, etc. Most of the pastoralists were semi-nomadic and grew up
herding their cows, with little or no education. However, over time we have invested in pastoralist
education, and are finding good candidates who can be conflict officers. Yona has finished primary
school and with some support from our staff, we are confident he will be a great addition to the
team.

Yona is a Maasai with great leadership skills. We are confident he will be
a great ambassador in Idodi.
Photo credit: Ana Grau, Ruaha Carnivore Project.

RCP Porridge Project makes kids happy and improves their
performance at school
A whole day of school on an empty stomach is more than can be expected of any young child! Even
if they attend school (which does not always happen around Ruaha), their grumbling tummies affect
their ability to learn, their concentration in class is poor and their attitude is lacklustre. RCP has

worked closely with schools and educational authorities to try to help address this, by building a
community ‘porridge project’ where we provide free school lunches to primary school children.
RCP currently funds school feeding in two schools, helping to feed over 600 students every day. A
nutritious porridge with wheat flour, milk and a boiled egg boosts the children’s energy levels and
their ability to learn and helps tremendously with their developmental growth. Both schools are
very happy with the positive changes they see in the children. They are especially pleased with the
improved examination results and the fact that fewer children are skipping school.

Happy faces as the school feeding supplies arrive in Malinzanga. This food will help the 500
students in this school to learn, grow and appreciate carnivores and the role they play in the
Ruaha landscape, which is home to these children.
Photo credit: Fenrick Msigwa, Ruaha Carnivore Project.
For children and parents, the school feeding programme (known locally as the Porridge Project) is
one of the most important benefits related to having carnivores present on their village land.
Increasing tolerance is a slow and steady task but initiatives like this make a real difference to local
attitudes, especially in an area like Ruaha where many people are unable to get three meals a
day. Recently, the headmaster of Kitisi Primary School – where the feeding programme has operated
longest – highlighted in a community meeting that in 2018, 100% of the children taking secondary
school exams passed them, and from being close to the bottom in attainment, the school had now
risen to 9th place of 56 schools in the district. He attributed these changes to RCP's involvement
with programmes like school feeding; this shows how important these initiatives are, as they can
improve a child’s prospects for their entire life.

This child in Kitisi is happy to receive his daily egg.
Eggs are exceptionally good food for the brain – and the results which the students are receiving
in their examinations proves that the reputation which eggs have, as being good brain food, holds
true for the children in Kitisi!
Photo credit: Fenrick Msigwa, Ruaha Carnivore Project.
Schools worldwide, with children who go to school with full tummies, are encouraged to help support
children less fortunate than themselves, for instance by helping with RCP’s Porridge Project or our
Kids4Cats programme (for more information, see
http://www.ruahacarnivoreproject.com/benefits).

Ruaha Round Table brings conservation stakeholders together
The Ruaha Round Table is a biannual meeting attended by all the stakeholders who work in
conservation in the Ruaha Landscape. This time it was RCP’s turn to organise the meeting, with our
Director, Dr Amy Dickman, taking the role of inviting people to our camp.
In this round we were pleased to welcome representatives from the Ruaha National Park
Authority (RUNAPA), Southern Elephant Project (STEP), Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS), North
Carolina Zoo, Mkuyu Guiding School and Wildlife Connection.
These meetings are an opportunity for us to exchange views and news and to get to know new
members joining the group. It offers a chance for the staff from the various projects to stay in touch
and to keep up to date with each other’s work. Most importantly these meetings present
opportunities for areas of collaboration. Ruaha is a vast landscape and as there aren’t many
organisations working in the conservation field throughout the landscape, it’s critical that we work
together as much as we can to share data and join hands wherever possible.

Despite the fact that it was a square table, the Round Table discussion was robust, and
stakeholders had plenty of time to share and discuss.
Photo credit: BenJee Cascio, Ruaha Carnivore Project
RCP sends out a hearty ‘thank you’ to all the attendees for making time to join us!

Lion Defenders trained as First Responders to respond to
wildlife poisonings
In July members of the Lion Defender team attended the “Lion Guardian Games” in the Ngorongoro
Conservation Area (NCA). Representatives from Lion Guardians in Kenya, Kope Lion in the NCA, and
Ruaha Carnivore Project came together to celebrate successes and discuss challenges from the
previous year. This yearly meeting also presents a great opportunity for the Lion Defenders and Lion
Guardians to sharpen their skills and to learn new skills. This year the Lion Guardians from Kenya
provided training on how to respond in wildlife poisoning situations. The Lion Defenders were keen
to learn more about this topic that has unfortunately become more common across East Africa. If a
pastoralist has livestock killed by a carnivore, in retaliation they can poison the carcass in an
attempt to kill the carnivore. Sadly, this indiscriminate method results in the deaths of other animals
feeding on the carcass and it’s not uncommon for mass deaths to occur. The wildlife poisoning
training was a success and the team was given a poison kit complete with safety equipment, sample
kits, and other emergency response tools.
Back at Camp, the Lion Defender team shared the knowledge they gained with their colleagues, so
that the team is in readiness in case their skills are required. We hope we don't have to use any of
our recently gained knowledge any time soon!

Stephano, Community Liaison Officer, trains other Lion Defenders on
how to react in case of a poisoning event.
Photo credit: BenJee Cascio, Ruaha Carnivore Project.

Mwasty is one of the RCP collared lions – what is she up to?
Since we put a collar on Mwasty in November 2017 she has only once left the safety of the national
park. Even on that occasion she only went into the adjacent Wildlife Management Area (WMA) that
serves as a buffer between the Park and the villages. Almost a whole year has passed and Mwasty
has only covered a total area of around 165 km2. The size of a lion's territory varies depending –
amongst other things - on prey availability. Luckily Mwasty's pride has a prime spot where there is
water available year around, even in the dry season, and this source of water attracts all sorts of
potential prey for the pride.

Mwasty is frequently seen by guides and we are always happy to see
her living peacefully with her pride.
Photo credit: Whiteman John, Ruaha River Lodge.

Mwasty's pride – Mwayembe – has around ten individuals. The pride ranges across an area of
approximately 12 kilometres along the Ruaha River. They are regularly seen roaming around
the Ruaha River Lodge, and through the RCP Sightings Programme we frequently receive pictures
and reports about her. Currently there are two litters of cubs in the pride but, because females help
each other to raise their cubs, it is difficult to know if they are Mwasty's cubs. We look forward to
learning much more about her and her pride!

Mwasty’s movements since the placement of her tracking collar in November 2017.

Lion Defender Mandela gets married!
We are happy to announce that one of our Lion Defenders, Mandela Dudiyeka, recently got married
in the community of Kitisi! Mandela has been working as a Lion Defender since 2014 in "Zone A:
Kitisi" and he is one of our most experienced Lion Defenders. A lucky young woman from the Tanga
area recently accepted his hand in marriage and a multi-day celebration ensued!
Mandela comes from the Barabaig tribe and celebrated his marriage in the traditional way. The
Ruaha Carnivore Project came to pay our respects on the day that the ‘elder’ women celebrated
together, dancing and singing until the sun set. As sunset, they went to "find" the bride and bring
her to the house in order for her to be together with her new husband. We are very happy for
Mandela and thankful to have been able to participate in the events!

(Left) The women, wearing their traditional dresses, have thei
own party during the wedding celebrations.
(Right) Mandela, the bridegroom, posing at his home.
Photo credit: BenJee Cascio, Ruaha Carnivore Project

Great benefits to villages through the Community Camera
Trapping Programme
The results of our Community Camera Trapping (CCT) competition for first and second place were
really close this month. Isele won with 1,319,000 points followed by Kinyika with 1,283,000 points.
Kisanga and Magombwe were in third and fourth position respectively, but both had less than
500,000 points. Through the CCT programme wildlife pictures taken by camera traps on the village
land translate directly into points. The village that has the most points wins the competition – and
$2,000-worth of additional benefits! The other villages will win additional benefits to the value of
$1,500, $1,000 and $500 depending on their ranking.
The celebration was organized in Kisanga and the attendance was great! As decided by the villagers,
the benefits are distributed across three sectors, namely health, education and veterinary support
for pastoralists’ livestock. The requested items from the villagers are purchased by RCP and
distributed during the celebration. The public nature of the celebration is important as it makes the
link between the presence of wildlife on village land, and community benefits, very tangible. The
competition has a three-month cycle, and once the cycle is completed, the competition starts again!

Stanley (RCP’s research assistant) explaining all the benefits tha
were purchased in this three-month cycle.
Photo credit: BenJee Cascio, Ruaha Carnivore Project.

CCT wildlife images on village land

There is not much left to eat for elephants in Isele village but bare
branches with big thorns seem to be a suitable snack. Each elephant caught
on a camera-trap will generate Isele village 2,000 points.
Photo credit: Ruaha Carnivore Project.

In Kisanga the village decided to put the camera at the river, where elephants
can still dig for water and find some green shoots. This group
of five elephants is worth 10,000 points.
Photo credit: Ruaha Carnivore Project.

Three lionesses are on the prowl in Idodi village. Because lions can cause serious
damage to the livestock belonging to local pastoralists, each lion is worth
15,000 points. Therefore, a group of three lions is worth 45,000 points.
Photo credit: Ruaha Carnivore Project.

Also, in Idodi, we see a lone African wild dog passing by the camera. Because
wild dogs are endangered they are worth more than any other carnivore, so
for this image the village receives 20,000 points. Note the white bushy tail,
which is a great way of identifying individual wild dogs.
Photo credit: Ruaha Carnivore Project.

This herd of buffalo came to a river in Mahuninga village in search of water. Buffaloes are ideal
lion prey, and it is good for the village to have them around as each buffalo is worth 2,000
points, totalling 8,000 points for this image.
Photo credit: Ruaha Carnivore Project.

Kisilwa, one of the most recent villagers to join the CCT Programme, surprises us a with a Sable
antelope. In Ruaha, you need to go to distant tsetse fly-infested areas to find these beautiful
antelopes. This one will give Kisilwa 2,000 points.
Photo credit: Ruaha Carnivore Project.

Kisilwa CCT also recorded this lone adult male lion worth 15,000 points.
Way to go Kisilwa! Photo credit: Ruaha Carnivore Project.

A caracal was spotted in another new village, Mboliboli. Caracals are
too small to cause serious harm to livestock and are therefore worth
fewer points. This one gave Mboliboli village 5,000 points.
Photo credit: Ruaha Carnivore Project.

This lone lioness captured in Kitisi village will give the village 15,000 points.
Lions have been captured by the cameras set up in Kitisi for the last few months,
which is promising as it suggests they are managing to coexist alongside humans
without high numbers of depredations or lion killings.
Photo credit: Ruaha Carnivore Project.

A village only needs three honey badgers (each one worth 5,000 points)
to equal a village that records a sighting of a lion. This one looks
very proud to be out and about in Malinzanga village!
Photo credit: Ruaha Carnivore Project.

RCP Sightings Programme delivers some gems!
July-September are some of the best months to visit Ruaha. With the water getting scarcer, all the
animals concentrate along the river and the few water pools that remain. Carnivores make the most
of this situation and it is common to see prides of lions eating a recent kill.

Many lion prides also have young during this time of the year when there is plenty of food around
– especially if the pride controls a section of land along the river, where prey tends to
concentrate.
Photo credit: Isaac Kiliwa, Mwagusi Safaris Camp.
We work with many lodges across Ruaha to collect information on the carnivores seen by their guides
and drivers. Thanks to their support, we are able to collect significantly more data than if it was
our staff alone in the field. If you are in Ruaha and you see your guide looking at his tablet, please
know that he is collecting important data on carnivores! Also, if you see and photograph large
carnivores, then please do get in touch and send us your images as we are always thrilled to get
more images. Images to comms@ruahacarnivoreproject.com via WeTransfer.
This month we want to send a special thanks to Isaya Kisega from Mwagusi Safari Camp and Ayubu
Yaledi Nyang’ango from Mdonya Old River Camp because they have managed to collect over 100
sightings in only a few months. Thank you so much for your dedication and hard work!

Giraffes are really photogenic! We never get tired of good giraffe pictures!
Photo credit: Ayubu Yaledi Nyang’ango, Mdonya Old River Camp.

You can tell the age of lions by the colour of their nose. This lioness is fairly young since her nose
is still almost completely pink. As she ages her nose will become increasingly black. Photo credit:
Abraham Steven, Ruaha River Lodge.

Here are many carnivores with young in the Park. This young leopard is
looking out inquisitively from his treetop resting place.
Photo credit: Charles Asilia, Jabali Ridge Camp.

A group of cheetahs (most likely a coalition of brothers) enjoys a recent kill.
Photo credit: Elisante Mbisse, Nomad Kigelia Tented Camp.

A leopard safeguarding its impala kill. Leopards, being solitary, can
easily be outnumbered by lions at a kill and the safest way to keep their
prey is to store it up a tree.
Photo credit: Michael, Asilia Kwihala Camp.

Hunting large prey like buffalo and kudu can be dangerous. Maybe
this male lion had a hunting accident?
Photo credit: Zakaria Kahimba, Mdonya Old River Camp.

This leopard has a freshly killed impala. Quite the sighting,
especially during the day! Photo credit: Jimmi Kinunda.

Plans for local language film to engage people even more
through DVD nights
Despite the global importance of Ruaha for wildlife, particularly lions, many people locally are
unaware why their homeland is so significant for conservation. Living without access to mass media,
people are often unaware of global conservation issues, such as the decline of species such as lions,
and the particular value of Ruaha for these species. Since the inception of the project, we have
engaged local villagers through wildlife DVD nights, where they get to experience amazing wildlife
films, just like people in the West. So far we have reached over 40,000 people with these films, and
the DVD nights are extremely popular.

Enraptured faces at RCP’s first "movie night" at Mbugani village.
The night was a great success with the whole village coming out to see
the Ruaha lions in action. DVD/Movie nights are a fun and relaxed way
to share RCP's programmes and to nurture a passion for wildlife
– especially in the younger members of the community.
Photo credit: Ruaha Carnivore Project

However, the impact of the films is limited by the fact that the top-quality ones are all in English,
so people feel less involved and engaged. Over this coming year, we plan to develop our own highquality film using local footage, which will tell the conservation story of Ruaha from the perspective
of the RCP team and local communities. We were lucky enough to have an excellent film-maker,
Johan Vorster, come and stay with us for a while, and will be working with him to produce the film,
which will be available in multiple local languages. This should make a real difference in making
people feel engaged in conservation, and hopefully persuade them to become involved and take
positive actions.

Meet the Team – Stephano Asecheka, RCP’s Lion Defender
Community Liaison

Stephano is Ruaha Carnivore Project's Lion Defender Community Liaison Officer. Photo credit:
Ruaha Carnivore Project
Stephano is one of the earliest members of our Lion Defender team and plays a critical role in
communicating RCPs mission to the larger community, especially the Barabaig tribe. Stephano is 38
years old and is married with two wives and nine children. He originally comes from the Singida
Region but has lived in the Ruaha area for many years.
“I was approached by RCP in 2012 when they were looking for a Barabaig community member to
help them share their message with the community. I met with the director of the Lion
Guardian program in Kenya, Dr Leela Hazzah, as well as with the director of Ruaha Carnivore
Project, Dr Amy Dickman, and I decided it was a good opportunity. I understand the way of life for
our people but also know that we must adapt to the times.”
“I really enjoy my work with the community though we have challenges. Many of the Barabaig youth
do not have so many opportunities and then they think they have to hunt or spear animals like lions
to get recognition. We work with them to show them there is an alternative, but it remains a
challenge. I think RCP’s continued hard work and efforts to work with the Barabaig in this area will
result in successfully making the youth aware of other ways to proving themselves, other than
through hunting and spearing. I am proud to be a member of the RCP team and to serve my
community as well”.

Species Spotlight – the African Buffalo – one of Africa’s BIG
FIVE!
A large and powerful bovine, the African Buffalo (Syncerus caffer) reaches shoulder heights of up
to 1.5 metres and a mass of 750 kilograms. Despite their size, they can run at speeds of up up to 35
miles (57 kilometres) an hour – as fast as a galloping horse. Both sexes have horns, with those of the
bulls characterised by a heavy bone shield at the base known as a ‘boss’ and thicker, more curved
horns.
African buffaloes live in herds which can number up to 1,000 animals. Herds are usually comprised
of females and their young, and one or more males. Other males may form so-called ‘bachelor’
herds or can be solitary. When walking in the bush, people often say that it is not a problem to
come across herds of buffalo, but that encountering a lone bull can be particularly dangerous.
Buffalo live for about 26 years on average and the females become pregnant every other year, giving
birth to a single calf. They are capable swimmers and often cross deep water in search of better
grazing. They have relatively poor senses of hearing and eyesight, but have an excellent sense of
smell.
Buffalo are mainly preyed upon by lions. When a herd member is attacked, others will rush to its
defence. Collectively a number of buffaloes are more than capable of staving off an attack by an
entire pride of lions. The fights between buffalo herds and lions can be extremely impressive, and
have featured heavily in natural history documentaries in Ruaha and beyond.

A stand-off between two of Africa’s Big Five! The lions have brought down one of the herd of
buffalo, who stand resolutely challenging the lions. This dramatic photo was captured by Zakaria
Kahimba, one of the drivers at the Madonya Old River Lodge, who regularly contributes to RCP’s
data through the Sightings Programme.
Ruaha’s buffalo population seems to have been declining over recent years, which is concerning to
conservationists. Researchers from the Health for Animals and Livelihood Improvement (HALI)
Project at the University of California, Davis and Sokoine University of Agriculture partnered with
Ruaha National Park to study the population in Ruaha with the hope of better understanding the
decline. The team conducted health screening of 40 buffaloes, and discovered that although there
was evidence of both bovine tuberculosis and brucellosis in the population, the diseases were
unlikely to have a population impact. The project also found that Ruaha’s buffaloes were generally
healthy and seemed to have stable population structure. Therefore, it is likely that the decline in
Ruaha’s buffalo population was caused by the increased drying of the Great Ruaha River, which is
the main water source in the Park.
References: http://www.krugerpark.co.za/africa_african_buffalo.html; Health for Animals and
Livelihood Improvement (HALI) Project at the University of California, Davis and Sokoine University
of Agriculture.

THANK YOU ~ ASANTE SANA
As always, we thank all our donors for their generous and committed support.
Ecological research – RCP provides vital data on Ruaha’s little-known carnivore
populations through camera-trapping and recording carnivore sightings. More than 10,000
carnivore sightings have been recorded to date. (Read more...)
Community camera-trapping – RCP trains and employs local villagers to set up and manage
camera-traps on village land in return for community benefits, directly linking conservation
with development. (Read more...)
Protecting the livelihoods of villagers living in proximity to carnivores reduces conflict.
Fortifying livestock enclosures and placing guarding dogs are proving successful in
minimizing conflict. (Read more...)
The RCP Lion Defenders actively prevent and stop lion hunts. These Lion Defenders are
chosen from amongst the bravest and most influential warriors. (Read more...)
Kids 4 Cats is a school-twinning programme where local schools are 'adopted' by
international schools who raise at least US$500 annually for them, to buy essential
education material and equipment. (Read more...)
Simba Scholars receive full scholarships for all four years of their secondary school. The
cost is US$2,000 per student and RCP is keen to expand the programme to more
students. (Read more...)
Porridge Project – No one likes to go to school hungry, so RCP and our partners make sure
that local scholars have full tummies when they're at school - this increases attendance and
attainment, employs local women and is a major benefit in villages where there is very
little food security. (Read more...)

DVD nights and Park trips provide education about conservation and species in a fun, nothreatening environment. To date more than 30 000 attendees have enjoyed DVD nights
and more than 1,000 people have been on Park trips. (Read more...)
Should you wish to know more about individual programmes we will happily send you more information.
Please
contact
our
communications
manager,
Margaret
Roestorf
at
margaretroestorf.rcp@gmail.com. Should you wish to speak directly to the Director, Dr. Amy Dickman,
please contact her at amy.dickman@zoo.ox.ac.uk.
To support our work, you can use one of the following channels:
If you haven't yet browsed through the RCP wish list on Amazon, it's a great way to get connected to
the project and find needs that suit your pocket and your passion.
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/registry/wishlist/?ie=UTF8&cid=AMZKTSB73EMFA
https://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/1880XADYUZXWF?
Donating via EFT
Bank: Barclays Bank plc
Account Name: University of Oxford Development trust
Account Number: 40155586
Sort Code: 20-65-20
Swift Code: BARCGB22
IBAN Number: GB06BAR20652040155586
UK Donors (online)
www.campaign.ox.ac.uk/report/ruaha-carnivore-project
US Donors (online)
http://www.houstonzoo.org/saving-wildlife/ruaha-carnivore-project/
To pay via cheque please contact Amy Dickman at amy.dickman@zoo.ox.ac.uk.

Until next time...

The Grey Crowned Crane is acknowledged as one of the ten most beautiful crowned birds in the
world, second only to the Victoria Crowned Pigeon.
This photo by Whteman John, Ruaha River Lodge, captures this bird in its full glory.

The Development and Alumni Relations System (DARS) provides a common source of data on all
alumni, donors, students, staff and friends of the collegiate University. Our long-term intention behind this
shared resource is to improve mutual understanding, by enhancing the quality of our communication at all
levels and developing a better appreciation of our relationship with alumni, donors and friends.
Please see www.campaign.ox.ac.uk/data_protection for information on the way in which your personal data
are held and used in DARS. If you no longer wish to be contacted by the University, or wish to alter the way your
data are held and used, please send a suitably worded email to database@devoff.ox.ac.uk

